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FEELING 1S UNEASY.

o0 @

VAGUE SUSPICION THAT WILL
NOT DOWN,

Disquieting Conjectures as to the
Cause of the Maine Disaster—Rua-
sinn Bark Bravo Destroyed by Fire
—Miscellancons News,

Work of a Sub-Marine Mine,

A copyright telegram to the New York
World from Syivester Sevvel, under Ha-
vana date, via Key West, says: The
conoensus of opinion now is that the ex-
plosion which caused the destruction of
the Maine was caused by a sub-marine
ming. The forward magazine is intact,
also the forward six-inch magazines. This
leaves only a few saluting charges and
small caliber shells in the pilot house
which could have possibly exploded
aboard the ship. At the same time the
fearful damage is too big for any but an
extremely large  torpedo. I it
were a ftorpedo the divers would
find torpedc fragments, but if it
were a sub-marine mine no traces will be
found. The Amerioan officers are inter-
nally boiling. Not one of them, from
Captain Sigsbee down, who is not falrly
convinced that a government sub-marine
mine did it.

Mangled by Care.

George Neff and George Bard, cousins,
each about 30 vears of age, from Green-
ville, Ohlo, while attempting to board a
freight train at Holliday, Kan., were
thrown under the wheels. Nefl had both
Jegs crushed below the knees and Bard
had his right foot run over. Both of the
men were taken to Olantheand Nefl had
both legs amputated, but as he is very
weak his recovery is thought to bs im-

ble. He has a wife and child in

to. Bard will bave to have his foot

amputated. His injury is not dangerous.
He also is & married man.

War Should Stop.

Gen. William Booth of the’ Salvation
Army, said at Cincinnati recently:

“The Cuban butchery should stop. It
should stop il need beby the interven-
tion of the United States. England is not
jealous of America. The mdividual En-
glisbmen would see younz America pros-
per in peace. 1do not think that the fur
of the British lion would rise should
*Uncle 8am’ fight the dons.0 The Cubsn
war should stop at any cost—and that is
admitting u great deal for as conservativa
an Englishman as 1 am.”

Bad Cromsing Accident.

A buggy in which Col. Richard T. De
Hart, the well-known lawyer, and
Thomas Lonergan were riding, was run
into at Main ard Third streets, Lafay-
ette, Ind., by a street car, badly injuring
the ocoupants. Col. Da llart was badly
bruised on the hip, head and hands, and
Lonegan’s leg was broken. The buggy
was a oomplete wreck. The accident
will greatly interfere with Col. De Hart's
canvas for State Senalor, for which he is
= candidate on the Republican ticket.

Body of Infant Found.

Richard Ware, colored, while fishing
mear the Shelbyvilie and Eminensce bridge
that cros«es Clear Creek, within the eity
limits of Shelbyville, Kv., noticed a sus~
picious looking package lying on the
ereek’s bank, close to the water’s edge,
and, on examination, it nroved to be the
body of a male child of white parentage
and about seven months advanced. When
fonnd it was in a cigar box wrapped in a
linen skirt of extra fine fabric.

Pittsburgh's Scourge.

Three important business hounses were
damaged by fire, involving a loss of $260,-
000. The fire started on the ninth tleor of
the National Wall Tapar Duilding, 815
Pennsyivania avenue, and within twenty
minutes after it was beyond contro!. The
flames commnuicated to H. Child= & Co.'s
nine-story building at SI8 Pennsylvania
avenue, and from this to the building of
M. Oppenheimer & Co,, at 811,

Severe Storm.

A severe storm of rain and lightning
and wind struck New Orleans receatly.
The gale was so heavy that in the city
sheds were knooked down, chimneys
toppled over, trees uprooted and fences
Iaid low. One man was seriously in-
jured by lightning. Telegraph and tele-
phone wires were crippled in many quar-
ters. Forty thousand dollars is a rough
estimate of the loss.

Killed a Baby.

At Spring Valley, LI, the child of
Mike Bogatis, a miner, was killed while
asleep in its eradic by Stanislas Pereok,
whe hurled a stone at Alex Frabiska. It
missed him and the stone struck the in-
fant on the head.

Jondignant Kentuckians.
There was a meeting held at Somersel,
Ky., st which a speech was made bitterly
denouncing Spain and deolaring for war.
The effigy of D¢ Lome and the Spanizh
Bag weie burned in ths public square.

Russian Bark Bravo Dzstroyed.

The Russian bark Bravo was completely
destroyed by fire at Southampton. The
crew was rescned with difionlty, most of
them being unconscious when taken off
the burning vessel.

Avgquiring New Arms.

Both the German and French armies
are busily replacing =ll field guns with
new quick firers at an enormous expense,
Both governments have guarded the
sectet wonderfully well. The German
rearming will be completed by the mid-
dle of this year, and the French belore
the end of 1809,

To Replace the Maine.

A blli appropriating  $4.000,000 o pro-
vide a battleship 1o replace the Mauine,
was introduecd in the House by Mr,
Foole of New Xork.

Robbers Hold Up Officlale.

Two masked robbers forced their way
fnto the postofiice ut Longwood, Mo,, and
with drawa pistols held up George Hier-
ouymous, the assistant postmaster, reliev-
ing him of £20 iu cash and a silver watch,
An attempt to burn the postoffice had beep
made a few nights before,

Explosion Destroys the Maine.

At a quarter of 10 o'clock the other
evening a terrible explosion took place ou
board the United States cruiser Maine io
Havana harbor. Many illed or
wounded. As yet the cause e explo-
sion is pot apparent,

Tramps in Svengali Role.

Two tramps entered the hermit home of
Levi Rodgers, centenarian, at Ellejoy,
Tenn. They hypnotized him and stole
$1,000. The mouey taken was the result
of fifty years' economy and was in gold,

Two Hundred Men Lost.

A dispateh from Holsingfors, Denmark,
eays that a tract of ice on the coast of
the Gulf of Finland broke adrift in a
spowstorm and was carried to sea, with
200 fishermen and several horses,

Beanrs Badly Scared,
Bears became frightened the other day
when within thirty seconds of opening

SHIP BLOWN UP

Cruiser Maine Destroyed
in Havana Harbor,

GREAT L03S OF LIFE

Two Hundred and Fifty-eight
American Sailors Dead.

SUSPECT THE SPANIARDS

Belief That the Terrible Affair
Was Not Accidental.

WILD TALK OF WAR.

Many Americans Would Wipe Span-
ish Off the Earth.

Powerful United Btates Naval Vessel
Sent by This Government to Cuban
Waters Lies at the Bottom of the
Bay a Charred and Torn Hulk—Ca-
tastrophe Took Place at 10 O'clock
at Night, When All the Sailors Ex-
cept Those Detailed for Duty Were
Sleeping-Explanation Which Recms
to Best Fit Circumsatances In That a
Torpedo Was Exploded Under the
Ship.

lies at the bottom of Havana har-

bor, a charred aud torn hulk, and a
tomb for over 250 of her crew. She
was blown up about 10 o'clock Tuesday
night by a terrific explosion said to have
been an accident. The explosion occur-
red in the bow of the wvessel and at an
hour when the honest sailors had retired,
while most of the officers had returned
from the gayeties of the city, Whether
the magazine of the ship was fired by ac-
cident or treachery, whether bomb or tor-
pedo placed beneath the bow sent the
Maine to the bottom of Havana bay and
its blue-juckets to their long home per-
haps no man shall ever know. All that
eailors and officers of the fated craft could
say was that there was a crash and a roar
—that men were hurled headlong from
their bunks upou the eabin fioors, and that
ont of th. Jsrkness, the grinding of burst-
ing timbe1z, the surging of the water rush-

THE United States battleship Maine

COMMANDER BIGSBEE.

ing back to fill the great chasm torn by
the explosion, came the screams of wound-
ed men and long red jets of fame,

Ten minutes later and the Maine, all
afire from stem to stern, began to settle
in the water, Over the side went the sail-
ors, half clad or clad not at all, fAinging
themselves into the bay, still dazed, bruis-
ed and bieeding. Out of the red murk and
the horrible uproar could be heard the
loud voices of officers, crdering and di-
recting, cool and plucky in the face of
death, showing ¢ven in that hour of horror
the grand courage and the steady disci-
plive that won at New Orleans and Mo-
bile—the grandeur of Farragut, the iron
perve of the Kearsarge's crew upon the
rock of Roneador., There were no weak
souls nor cowards there; the officers held
plnce and power even as at a dress review,
and to their cooluess and their courage
is due the fact that the panie did not re-
sult in even heavier loss of life than the
explosion and the water caused combined.

The nativn mourns for those who per-
islied with the Maioe, Such a startling
vision of sudden denth Las pot for years
been presented to the public mind. The
tragedy appeals to all American hearts.
For all must feel that the lost stood ready
at an instant call to make of their bodies
s rampart between their conutry and their
country's foes, There have becn few such
disaeters in modern times, The catastro-
phes to the Royal George, to the Victoria,
and, in Apia harbor, to the Nipsic, the
Vandalia and the Trenton are among the
few comparable to it.

A dispatch from Havana said that the
wildest excitement prevailed in the city,
The wharves were crowded with thou-
sands of people. Thers was a rush and
hurry aund it is claimed that the Spaniards
bent every evergy to the saving of the
doomed Americavs, Out from the great
black sides of the Spauish warships, says
the dispateh, flew boat after boat and the
Spauish snilors never pulled faster oars,
Over the bay they skimmed, seizing here
an arm cxtended from the water in toe
last struggle of the drowning man, grasp-
ing there a drenched blue-jacket, until the
boats were full of rescued men and no
more living bodies could be found upon the
surface of the water.

The shock of the explosion wrecked ev-
ery window in Havana. Capt. Gen, Blan-
co was anmong the first to realize what
bhad happened, and he spared no execlion
to aid Capt, Sigsbee's men, Admiral
Maunterola and Gen, Solano proved wor-
thy coadjutors, and the Spanish sailors
and soldiers alike did all that was in their
power. Capt. Sigsbee was not hurt, al-
though the earlier dispatches representod
him a5 severely wounded, The explosion
took place directly under the quarters of
the common eailors, missing the officers’
cabin by many yards.

The wounded sailors in hospital declar-
ed that they were utterly at a loss as to
the cause of the explosion—that they were
all asleep when the crash came, apd that
all they could do was 1o pick themselves
up from the floor, grope their way amid
falling timbers, smoke and flame and take
to the water and the Spanish boats,
Capt. Bigshee says the explosion o
carred in the bow of the vessel, He re
ceived a wound in the head, Orders were
given to the other officers to save them-
egelves as best they could., The latter,
who were literally thrown from their
bunks in their night clothing, gave the
neoessary orders with great self-posses-
sion and bravery. The first theory was
that there had been n preliminary explo
gion in the Banta Barbara magazine, with
powder or dynamite, below the water. Ad-
miral Manterola believes that the first
explosion was of a grenade shell that was
hurled over the nary yard, When the ex-
plosion occurred Captain Sigsbee was be-

Ever Befallen the Navy of the United States.
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TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-EIGHT AMERICAN SAILORS DEAD.
Terrible Destruction of the Magnificent Battlesi;ip Maine Was the Greatest Calamity that Hag
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sleeves and gave orders, Efforts were at

first made to save the vessel, but when

Captain Sigsbee realized the extent of

the dsmage done and that many casunities

had occurred he bent all his energies (o

assuring the safety of his men.

The Secretary of the Navy at Washing-
ton received the following telegram from
Capt. Sigsbee: “Maine blown up in Ha-
vana harbor 9:40 and destroyed. Many |
wounded and doubtless more Killed and |
drowned. Wounded and others on board
Spanish man-of-war ana Ward line steam- |
er. Send lighthouse tenders from Key
West for crew and few pieces of equip-
ment still above (water). No oue had
other clothes than these upon him.

“Public opinion should be suspended un-
til further report. All officers believed to |
be saved. Jeokins and Merritt not yet |
accounted for. Many Spanish officers, in- |
cluding representatives of Gen. Blanco, |
now with me and express sympathy, |

“SIGSBEE." |

The officers referred to in the abore dis- |
patch are: Licut. Friend W. Jeukins and
Assistant Engineer Darwin H. Merritt,
From the wording of the dispateh the |
Navy Department thinks it jz possible
that they were on shore at the time of
the accident,

CAPT. SIGSHEFE.

Career of the Naval Officer in Com-
mand of the 11i-Fated Battieship.
Captain Charles 1. Sigsbee, wha com-

manded the Maine, is one of the most poj

ulnr and etficient officers in the Awerican |
navy., He was graduated from the mn-:uli
aseademy at Avnapoliz in 1865, He was |
appointed from New York, his native |

State, in 1859, and in October of the year |

of his graduation he was made an ensigo |

and assigned to the steam sloop Monon- |
galiela. He was #erving on the Brooklyn
in 1864 and was in the battle of Muobile

Buyx. 1le took part in both attacks on |

Fort Fisher saud the final assault on the |

spmiee fort. From 1865 to IS6G7 he was

meauwhile promoted to master.  In 1867 |

the grades in the navy to his present posi
tion. He has served at the naval aead
emy, on the fag ships Severn and Wor |
coester at the North Atlantic staticn, on |
the Cansndaigua, in the hydrographic of- |
fice and the const gurver, on the Dale and |
the old Kearsarge at the Furopean sta
tion and in other places pertaining (o the |
Navry Department, and in all he served |
well and faithfully.
WE ARE READY TO STRIKE,
Within 24 Hours Our Ships Could
Blockade Every Cuban Port, |
A New York dispateh sayg: Three flog !
officers of the United States uavy are |
watehing events at Washington, Mm]ri-.i|
and HMavana with great interest, They
are Rear Admiral Montgomery Sieard,
commanding the North Atliatic squuad-
ron; Rear Admirnl Johu A, Howell, com- |
manding the Ruropean squadron, and |
Capt. Colby M, Chester, senisr officer in |
command of the South Atlantic squadron.
Each of thege three commanders recelved |
telegraphice orders to hold his ship in read- |

iness for active service and to keep it fully |
eottled and provisioned at all times, There
is an American flag floating over frown-
ing broadsides of guns within easy sirik-
ing distance of every port on the vorthern
and southern coasts of Cuba.

Within twenty-four hours from the dec-
larntion of hostilities every port in Cuba |
and "orto Rico could be sealed by n block- |
ade, while a fleet of our ponderous battle |
ghips wounld be thundering away at the |
castles which guard Havaoa harbor, |

HOUSE PASSES RESOLUTIONS,

gympathy Expressed for the Familics
of the Dead,

In the Nativnal House of Representa- |
tives Wednesdny Mr. Boutelle, chairman |
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, offer- |
el the following resclotion, which was |
unanimonsly adopted: |

“Resolved, That the Honse of Roepre
gentntives has learned with grear sorrow
of the calamity which has causd the de- |
struction of the United States battle ship |

A0 ‘
i

SPANTSH BATTLE SHIP YIZOAYA. |
Maine s the appalling loss of more than
250 lives and the wonnding of many oth-
ers of the gallant defenders of our flag,
and that the Honse expresses its sympi-
thy for the injured aud its sincere condo-
leness with the fumilies of those who have
lost their lives in the =ervice of the nn-

Meay wheat jumped to $1.06 on the Chi-
¢sgo Board of Trade,

low, but be rushed up ou deck in hie shirt

tion,”

he was commissioned a lientenant, and he | B
hus been steadily advanced throagh "”i

zinee,

| rienee

of the vessel, hechuse it

Feeling That the Maine Disasier Re-
sulted from Spanish Treachery.
Washington wnz aflume Wedneslay
with the war spirit. Everybody eagerly
rend the extra newspapers carrying Intest
dispatehes from Havana and the strained
effarts of these high in official life to show
the blowing up of the Maine to have been
an sccident only added to the impatience
of the gencral public. Both houses of
Congress  assembled  at noon uoder the
most excitipg conditions since war times.
“IFrom the advices received from Lee
and from other soerces in Havana,” sail
Secretary Lopg, “1 am not inelined to
think it was an act of Spanish hostility.
I bave no explanation to make, but the
fact that Capt. Bigsbee has asked that
public opinion be suspended leads us to
believe thnt those who are in n position
to have the best information do not regard
it as a hostile net. e dispatch from
Cousnl Genernl Lee says the enuse of the
explosion is ret to be investigated, but it
nlso says that the Spanish have rendered
#ll possible assistance, Nothing yet re-

WAR SPIRIT AT WASHINSTON.

[ probably sunk in the mud of that harbor,
whers divers ean neither live nor work,
The Maine at the time of the explosion
was ot anchor abont 500 vards from the
areennl and some 200 yands from the
floating dock.

There is no precedoent for an accident of
this sort.  Nuo ship of war has ever been
mysteriously hlown up. Naval experts
are unanimoeus in the opinion that an ne

they say the precautions taken on board
a modern man-of-war make an aecidental
explosion in the ammunition a practieal
fpossibility.

COUNTRY GHREATLY

EXCITED.

Seemn as Though Providence Were
Leading Two Countries to War,
The agitation awl syppressod exeite

try are shown by the telegrams of inguiry
that have been received at the varions
departments and newspaper offices anid
by members of Congress as to the probn
ble canse of the explosion.

ceived indieates that the disaster was the
result of Spanish treacheey, aod we will |
proceed with care until we bave further |
particolnrs," |

I"ublic opinion, howerver, refused to be
suspended, and to say that the eapital was
excited over the report of the destruction
of the Maine is but to give but a meager
and inadequate idea of the real condition
of affnirs Wednesday. 1t was the only
topic of eouversation, There were extra |
papers on the streets every fifteen min-
utes, people wildly shouted their opinions
of the catastrophe, and on all hands were
talk of war and demuands for more infor-
mution, Treachery wias the word on all
fips. No oné couid be persunded that the
affair was not of Spaunish origin. It was
thought that some Spanish agent secured |
nccess to the vessel and exploded a gren- |
ade near the ammunition magazine,

eloar that, however it may be explained,
this awful canlamity must serionsly in
cresse the tension between the T nited

‘ States and S|.:|E|1 Ly provoking oxe ftement,
| suspicion amd rvitation,

The comments
of many public men as foarnished in the
press dispatehes cannot be overlooked by
the Spauish. Amwd i the explosion is ne
sntisfuctorily explained it way b ox
o] that similar opinious will be of
in Congress amd elsewhere in saeh form
ns Lo give great provoeation, The feeling
in Congress has veached o omore aeute
stage than ever before,  The Duapuy de
Lome incident intensiiiéd the prejmdice
against Spain aud developsd o hiostility
that wis never o Witter a€ to-day in sy
uarter nnd s ]l:lFIi-'iIT:H‘it' prononuneed
among these who hnve been preserving

an impartind judgzment amd o conservative |

attitude,  The excitement from ope inet

If Spanishi treachery dild not destroy the

dent does yor subside before anothor eyen

with the Asiatic squadron, being in the | magunificent battle ship Maine and mue | more aggravating ovenrs. Al it sevims
1 I |

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF T
der more than 2600 American m':lml'll.l
| Spain must produce the proofs that the | tries into war,

Maine was blown np by some othier power
than that of n Spauish torpedo.  Wash- |
ington advives on Thorsidny stnted thnt
officers of the navy did not believe that
thers coull have been an accidentsl ex- |
plosion on the Maine from spontaneons |
combustion or any othor eanse, when the
battle ship wus Ising ot anchor withont
steam in lier boilers, or coal in her for
war] bupkers, and with ooly projectiles |
nnl such -ammunition ag might be explod- |
o by concussion in her forward magn- |
While seme officinls at the Navy |
Depariment tulked of accidental explo-
sions, there were fow of practical expe-
who did not privately scout snch
theories, and gaid that to advanee them
menns 1o condemn the modern war vessel, |
The eorps of construnctors at the Navy |
Department fnsisted that the explosive |
power must have come from the outside |
i= their business
to prevent aceidents of this kind oceurring |
within the hull, and they claimed that it
iz hmpoessible for the vessel to have been |
destroyid by an explosion in one of the |
magazines,  Chief Naval Constructor
Hichborn 2aid that an aceideutal explo- |
ston was impossible, leaving the infer-
ence that he belivved the explosion to
have bheen due to treacherons hands,
The President and his eabinet tried to
keep down the exeitement until full re-

| ports could be received from Captain | gennity of modern maval nrchite

They did not care to base their |

Sigsbhee.
1 dispatehes thal must be puss- ‘

Judgment oz

| ed upon by the Spanish censors in charge into her,  Her kee! was nid int
| L ivn nnvy yarsd in October,

of the telegraph wires ot Iavann, They

| therefore followed the theory of an acei

dental explosion hecnuse it wonld be vory |

| sorions for the afdministration publicly to |

assume that the Maine could have been |
desteored in uny other way, until they |
ik the full details of this affaic from the
commander of the ship, I

1t is nsserted by naval officers that t]..-!
hrbor of Havapa is full of submarine |
torpedoes, which need ouly nn eleetrieal |
connection to make an explosion possible,
The theory that the Maine was destroved |
by a torpedo found ready helievers., No- |
hody was willing to assert that the Span- ;
ish Government was primarily responsi- |
Il for tonching off a torpedo, but amonyg |
the hotheads rouming the streets of Ha
vana in the state of excited feeling now
existing there are many, il is believed, |
who wonld not !1!‘?-ih'|u' 1o commit such
an outrage,

It is not known the depth of the water
in which the Majue sank, bt it is known |
that the linrbor of Havana is the vilest |

| on the globe, and that the great mnss of i
| teel, weighing many thousand tons, bas | belt was o fool thick, tnpering to seven |

| fight she would

E HARBOR OF HAVANA,
IR AT

ax if Providence were lemding Loth

Soldiers who waonld glory in

hospitnls and mprvderiog the put
would muchete poor pacificos anid women
and chiblven, wonld not hesitate to set off

its, who

torpedoes umdder a warship loaded with |

sleeping sailors and marines whom they
regarded as enemies, Tt world be pepfee
I¥ in keeping with the warfore Spain s
wiged in Culin,

WAS A FLOATNG FORT.

Maine One of the Best War Ships in |

few secotds obliterntid pearly S50, 0N
worth of public propesty and rendensd use-
less the groat miss of steel thar had been
ealled the battle ship Maine,  She was o
prowd, strong ship, and she will zo down
into history alongside the Royal George,
the Vietorin and other me-ot-war which
were wiped our of existence with their
erews nmder appalling eircumstanecs,
The Maine was one of the best ships in
the American navy, In an op ol ap
have stood her own
agaitist any boat of her class aflont. She
was not a cruiser.  She was huilt to fight,
nndd she was a flonting fort.  All 1

Lirowght 1o bear upon her eor
For six vears the Iahor of men
hee Brook
| B Nl W=

The construs
wus nnthe

3, I8 The

lnunched on Nov, 15, 18I0
tion of the Muoine
act of Congress posseid Ang

act l"""'—‘i"'l that the pew bogi slionhl
st

S S0, and over thot simm was

wded upon her Iu size the M
was o goodly ship Hor lenzth over all
wis 324 foot: at logd water lone, 518 foet
her berm, 5T feet; her dranght, 2104 foee
her Hsplacement, GBS tons,  She
designed for a flag =hip. but the grest
ehiangzes in modern mwethod= of naval eon
struction were the cause of her being tin
ished up a= a fighter,

Something of her formidnble piower i

e imagined when it i sald thot she conld

hurl n broadside of 1522 pounds. “Thi

‘.I.i‘l nut ipelude the fire from her small
arma, From her two tuerets sl forward

guns she ecould horl o five of 1,224 poumlds

The Maine wns n twin screw, armored

turret ship built in the belted style.  Sln
had a belt of armor to protect the vital
parts of the fabric after the valoperalice
parts had been beaten in with shor, This

cident to the powder magazine could nev- |
er result in a eatastrophe of this sort, and |

ment that prevail thronghout the coun- |

And it s |

iy Laring | i

WwWas |

inches 8t a peint below the water line,
The vngines and boilers were protected by
nowcturved deck of hardensd steel, The
harhette armor was a2 foot in thickness,
atel the armor pintes about the turrets
were cight inches thick. In armament the
Maine was one of the most destructive
vessels in nuy navy of the world,

|

NOTABLE NAVAL DISARTERS,
History of American Navy Records
None So Destructive to Life.

Tn the history of the Ameriean pavy
| no disaster is recorded in which the loss
l of life was so great as that attending the

CONSUT-GEXERAL LEE.

loss of the Maine, “The only recent poar-
allel §s the Samonn disnster in Mareh,
ISsty when four ofivers aml forty-six
of the Pacific eosst squndron lost
thwir lives in a hurricane which swept the
Iranrbor of Apin and surronmding waters,
In this hurvicaue the United States men-
of-war Trenton, Vaondalinand Nipsie, and
the German steamers Adler and Eber
were wrecked,  Ninety-six of the crews
en the Germnn vessels were lost,  Going
further back, the wreek of the United
Sintes \-Im-p of war Huron off the coast
{ nf North Carclinn Nov. 24, 1877, during
a terrible gole, offers the most striking
coinparison, 1o this wreck 1080 lives were
lost il the vessel was broken to pieces
an the shore,  The only mugazine explo-
sion of recent senrs on a United States
wae ship took place on the Missonri while
she wis Iving ut lige at Liibealtar, Th
v plosion cansed great damage to the ves.
sol, but was fortunntely attonded with ne
| loss of lile.
tHher navies hnve suffered far more se-
vepely than that of the United States dor-
| i the lnst quarter of o century. One of
| the most terrible disasters was the foun-
| dering of the Spanish cruiser Reinn Re-
[ gentn March 11, 1595, in the Atlantic
| oeedir pear the entrance to the Mediter-
rancsn sea, when mwore than 4N persons
were drowned,  Great Britain suffered a
i loss eqqually appalling June 22; 1808, when
Iattle ship Victoria sunk after eol-
e with hee sistor ship Camperdown
g mnnenyers off the coast of Tripoli.
s of Hfe was twenty-two offieers
Al of the erew,  Three years pre
| vious the British torpedo eeniser Serpent
| was wrevked i g <torm off the northwest
const of Xpnin awd all bat three of & crew
of 170 offivers and men were lost,  An-
| vther wreeek faomons in paval history is
thut of the British war ship Doterel,
which estroyed by an explosion
April 26, 1881, while Iying at anchor in
| the Straits of Magellan,  The explogion
wiptel the vessel off the foee of the wint-
alive ont of 150
wilicers amd =ailors on bonrd.

LT

5 wns

vrs, leavinge bot seven
This was
| snppesed to have been o case of ".\[ﬂ‘l:&'!'lll
i the ship's

MORRO CASTLLE,

M EREANe,

the American Navy,

The great esplosion that rattled the
foundations of the Cuban eapital  and |
'strirck terror (o the heart of every looman |
being in Havaun ot the same tinwe, in oo

| Frowning Guardian of Havana's Gate-
way amd *ome of Tts Uses,

Morve Castle, the guarding of Havana's

| 2gtewny. stuuds gpon an imposing height
at the etst eptrance of the harbor, Ha-

| vann was= founded eighteen years after
| Columbus visited the islond, amd the site
jof El Morem wis the carli loeation
b amonge fortifications,  The castle, of solid
iy nndd stone parapets, looks secure
Loess a fortross

ekt

all onvoners,
i prison, however, is the Morro Cus
£ to-day It has ramifications nnder
w nhd elutmbwrs that have not been

MOBRKRO CASTLE.

exploreil for o humdeed rears—at least by
The eastle hns

otbhers (than Spanin
ome to e used | pally as a prison
for political  offenders, and its moldy,
drainless cells are a horror to Cubans,
wlio, of conrse, are the politieal offenders.
1t i= the place of execution when political
prisoners are not to be ghot publicly,

Fiags Half-Masted.

President MeKinley bas ordered the
flugs wt all navy yards and on naval ves-
sels, at posts, army headquarters, and on
all public buildings, at hall-mast,

COURT OF INQUIRY.

NAVAL BOARD TO SEARCH OUT
THE FACTS.

Several Days May Elapse Beforea Ver-
dict Is Reached, but There Will Be No
Uinnecemaary Delay —Tnvestigation to
Be Rigid.

Fonr Men to Decide,

On Thursday the court of inguity to jo-
vestignte the ennse of the Maine disaster
was ealled to meet in Havana by Admiral
Sienrd, Tt is eomposed of the following
iffivers: Capt, Willinm T, Simpson. Capt,
French B, Chadwick, Lientenant om-
mander Willinm ', Potter aml Lietuten-
ant Commander Adolph Marix. jindge ad-
vocate,  The verdict of these four naval
axperts, writes n Washington correspond-
rut, may mean war with Spain,

Under the direetion of Admiral Sicard,
saxs the correspondent, writing immedi-
aely after the calling of the court, the
metithers will hear evidence and examine
the debris, The splintered and twisted
hulk is expected to (81l its own story, The
nintes will be hent in or out,  If all point
mitward, the disaster was caused from
carclezsness or probably  treachery on
toard the ship; if they point inwarl, then
to Spanish treaehers from withont, Be-
neath the waters of the harbor the divers
will turn their electric searchlights as
they search the deep for the submerged
debris of the onee mighty battle ship,

They will report speedily to their su-
periors. There will be no unnecessary de-
lny. Puablie opinion will not stand indefi-
nite =nspense, The verdict of the court
of inquiry will go to the Recretary of the
Nary and to the President. There will
be a ecabinet meeting. There will be no
splitting of hamirs, no quibbling over offi-
cial etiquette., ‘This matter is executive;
it will not follow precedents; there are
none to follow,

TRIP TO DISASTER.
& hen and Why the 111-Fated Maine
Went to Havana.

The Maine arrived in Havana and drop-
ped anchor in the inner harbor on the
morning of Jan. 25. The trip had been
hasty and the arrival of the boat so soon
hasl not been expected by the residents of
the Cuban capital, yet no demonstration
was mimde and no nnpleasant oeonrrences
had 1o be recarded. It had been the in-
tention of President McKinley for a long
time to send a war ship to Havana, Sev-
ernl weeks were spent in preparation, al-
though the details of what was going on
were not known to the public until the
finnl orders were given.

The Maine started from Dry Tortugas
early in the morning of Jan. 25, and in a
few hours reached her destination. As
the big vessel stenmed into the harbor
throngh the narrow sirait over which
Morro Castle stands guard, friendly sa-
lutes were fired. The answer was at ones
retnrned by the guns of the forts and the
Spanish fiag ship Alphonso XIII., which
was at anchor in the harbor. Almost be-
fore auchor could be dropped a small boat
was alongside containing officers of the
Spanish vessel. The visitors were met
by the officer of the deck and at once con-
ducted to the captain’s cabin, Here in-
trodlnetions were made in the most friend-
Iy manner,

When the Maine entered the harbor she
anchored almost in the eenter, and quite
close to the Spanish fiag ship. The docks
were lined with excited Spaniards and eu-
rious Cubans. They did not eause any
trounble at the =sight of the vessel so hated
or #o much despised, but it was reported
that some of the ignorant Spaniards went
off in grumbling disgust when they saw
their own boat hoist the enems's flag by
war of comrtesr, According ta orders,
Admiral Sicard established a line of small
bonts hetween Dry Tortugas and Harvana
in such & way that signals could be rap-
idly transmitted from the Maine to the
fleet. This was done to make certain of
speedy aid to the vessel on gnard if it
shonld happen that the nse of the eable
was made impossible, This was only one
of the precantionary measures that were
taken, not only to prevent trouble but to
make sure of having a strong defensive
position it nnaveidable trouble shounld
Arise,

ASVIEWEDN BY EDITORS,
Opinion of Leading Metropolitan Pa-
pers Upon the Maine Disaster.

Either a great crime has been commit-
ted or there has heen an amazing piece
of hlundering carelessness.—Chicago Ree-
ord.

1T the Muaine and 250 of her men have
been loat through Spunish treachery let
Spain take the consequences.—Cincinnati
Enquirer,

To attempt to pass judgment on the
Maine disuster with the present informa-
tion would be the height of folls.—De-
troit News,

The first duty of the countrs with re-
gard to the terrible tragedy i= to keep
rool, that we mayx learn the facts.—Bos.
ton Transcript.

There is nothing in the reports to offset
the fearful suspicion that the Maine was
deliberately destroyed by a Spanish tor-
pedo.—CUincinpati Times-Star,

No possible explanation can stifie the
voice of the people ealling for intervention
in the interest of Cuba by our Govern-
ment.—Chicago Inter Ocean,

The Amevican people should decide
whether playing at war is not too expen-
give an amusement when it entails such
a terrible cost.—Chicago Chronicle,

The people believe the burden of proof
rests npon Spain to demoustrate beyond
cavil that the blowing up of the Maine
was an accident.—Cincinnnti Commercial
Tribune,

Many modern battle ships have been
Wwrecked in a similar way and just as sud-
denly without any reasonnble ground for
guspicion of an aitempt at wholesale mur-
der,—Chicago Staats Zeitung.

All this oeenrred in the harbor of a
“friendly nation.”” Now let the Spaniards
prose their friendship by absolving them-
selves from all responsibility for the ca-
tastrophe. —8t, Lonis Republic.

There are scores of possible explana-
tions, each of which wonld seem more rea-
sonable than the base insinustions against
the nation whose hospitality our repre-
sentatives were enjorving.—Philadelphia
Record.

The disaster to one of the finest ships
of our navy nnd the sacriice of so many
prave lives, not to the formal defense of
the country, but to a strange and horri-
ble fate, easts a gloom over the whole na-
tion.—S1, Paul Globe,

The American people are not so callous-
ed by prejudice as to close their eyes and
ears to the probability that the explosion
was due to canses with which the Span-
ish Government could have no remote con-
pection—Detroit Journai.

Sober second thought wiill carry convie-
tion to all fair and open minded men that
it is better to await the results of an in-
yvestigation before jumping to the coneciu-
sion that Spanish malice is at the bottom
of it.—St. Paul Pioneer Press,

1t is not sarprising that there should be
many wild rumors sfleat, for in the pres-
ent strained relations between this eoun-
try and Spain there will be a natural ten-
dc:nc:r to attribute the explosion to the
Spapiards—if not to the agents of
the Spauish Governmeut.—Indianapolis
News,

As disastrons things as an annihilating
axplosion have happened to American bat-
tle ships through accident or mismanage-
ment, and the terrible incident in the
Havana harbor may be but another of the
long serics of misfortunes that have be~
fallen onr navy in the last few years.—
Detroit Free I'ress,

The very fact that such an accident, it
aceident it was, could happen to sn Amer-
jean man-of-war, and that it shonld shat-
ter the peace of mind of the public and
do infinite damunge to every commercial
enterprise from the Atlantie to the Pa-
cifie, is in itself sufficient warrant for in-

IN SESSION.

SOLONS

WORK OF THE STATE LEGISLA-
TURE.

e
An Tmpartial Record of the Work
Accomplished by Those Whao Make
Our Lawe—How the Time Has Beea
Occupisd During the Past Week.

The Law-Makers.

In spite of the fact that the Ilonse de-
ciared that it would not pass any more
cal bitls providing for the 1ssue of bonds
which have no placs on the eilendar be-
eause of the existence of a general law
covering the subject, it recalled and
passed Thursday not only Mr. MeCur-
dy’s bill permitting the Boand of Fdnea-
tion of Pigua to issus bonds, but also Mr.
Hazlett's bill of a similar natare as well.
Other bills were passed as follows:
Authorizing Trustees of Dry Run M. E.
Chapel, in Union Township, Ross County,
to transfer to the Trustees of the town-
ship certain grave yards: for the relief of
1. V. Heek, Treasurer of Clay Towns-
hip; amending the factory law. It makes
the proprietor of a shop liable for dam-
ages for non-complianee with instruetions
of inspectors to make alterations or re-
pairs for the greater safety of employes.
Fatlure to comply is regarded as prima
facie evidence, and the employer is made
liable for injuries to employes resuliing
therefrom.

The following bills were passed by the
Senate: Hepealing the Dana law, which
prevents the name of any candidate from
appearing on more han one ticket; to
authorize the trustees of Dover Town~
ship, Cuyahoga County, to make an addi-
tional levy for the school library; pro-
viding that in Riehland County, not moro
than two members of the Election Board
shall be residents of Mansfizld: -allowing
the State Board of Charities Lo inerease
the salary of the Secretary and extending
its jurisdiction in penal institutions; pro-
viding that a party acting ina fidueiary
capacity need not be required to give ad-
ditional bond when appealing a suil:
simplifying the manuver of appealing
cases from magistrate’s eourt by restoring
the law of 1893.

Both branches of the Legislature met
Friday, but ad journed without transact-
ing any business, owing to the meeting in
Columbus of the Republican League of
Ohio.

The Senate, Monday, passed the fol-
lowing bills: Allowing eities and vil-
lages which do not do so ‘o have a police
Jjustice sppointed by the mayor and con-
firmed by two-thirds vote of the eity
council; making it a misdemeanor to
abandon or work old, maimed or sick an-
imals. By the wording of the bill it is &
crime to abandon a cat or & dog: requir-
ing assessors to report farm statistics to
the State Board of Agriculture and their
publication.

Among the important bills introdued
in the House were these: Increasing
cigarette license, wholesal: §30 to $50, re-
tail $150 to $200, raising age from 15 to 1%
years; providing for the payment of fees
Lo coroner’s conslable: requiring persons
filing mortgage to submit both as toactual
money and notes in which mortgage is
based; providing that ereditors must pre-
sent claims against estate of deceased
withiu two years after decease; provid-
ing that parents or guardian absent from
county may appear belore court of record
and give consent to issuance of marriage
license; to limit counties, townships and
municipalities from issning bonds in ex-
cess of 1 per cent. of taxabie valuation of
property.

The House put in the day: Tuessday in
a discussion of the deficiency appropria-
tion bill, which, after a few amendments,
was -

Representative McKennon's bill appro-
priating $150,000 fur the State University
in 1808, and $I155,000 in 1800, was also
passed, as was NRepresentative Allen’s
bill appropriating $3.000 for the Ohio
University, $24,000 for Miami University
and $19.000 for Wilverforea Univarsily
for 1548, and the same sum for 15, -

The Senate refused to confirm the ap-
pointment of former Congressman Jo-
seph II. Outhwaite of Columbus, as Trus-
tee of the Mansfield Reformatory.

The following bills were passed: To
place a Montgomery Counly cemelery
under charge of a board of trustees; re-
guiring fees and costs in pure food cases,
as well as fines, as is now the law, to ac-
crue to the Food Depariment, and not to
the county, but they must be covered into
the State Treasury. They cannot be used
at the caprice of the commissioner, Lut
may be so used when specially appropri=
ated ; changing the corporate name of the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio so
as to include churches outside of Ohio.

Wednesday was Woman’s day in the
Senate. Leading representatives of the
Woman's Suffrage came here f{rom many
sections of the State for the purpose ol
presenting arguments apon the joint res®
olution offered in the Zenate some time
ago by Mr. Finck of Perry, to submit to
vote of the people two ycars hence a con~
stitutional amendment under which
women would be given the right to vola
the same as men upon every question sub-
mitted to the electors.

The Senate took a recess fo hear, as &
committee of the whole, what the ladies
had to say. ;

A lew unimportant bills were intro-
dueed.

The House spent the greater share of
the day debating Mr. Duvis’ bill to regu-
late the employment of minors in the
mmes of the State. The measure =8
passed provides that no child under the
age of 13 years shall be employed in any
factory or other establishment. No boy
under 15 and nogir! under 16 is to be em-
ployed in any capacity when the publio
schools are in session. This provision
does not apply lo females doing house-
hold work. The employmment of a boy
under 16 and a girl under 18 in the night
time is prohibited, and a ten-hour day is
preseribed for boys under I15. A fine
of from $25 to 9 or imprisonment for
from ten to thirty days is the penalty pre-
seribed for infraction of the law.

Mr. Boxwell’s bill providing for tha
abandoning of special ¢« or jomnt sub-
school distriets by popular vote was
passed. So was Mr. Swingle's bill al-
lowing Marguerite Dil'z of Roseville,
Muskingum County, $¥20.62 for services as
school-teacherdurmg three weeks when
her certificate had been allowed to elapse.

ALL SORTS.
where reason

True love can hope
would despair.

Railroad men's wives hate each othet
almost as cordially as doctors’ wives.

The man who i3 envious of evil doers
will soon Le an evil doer himself,

Wedding--The link used fo connecl
thoughts of love with thoughts of war.

If the world loves a lover, it Is be-
cause it is pot compeiled to sce much
of him.

Consldering the experience they bave
had. how little people know of love!

It is lucky te put on a stocking
wrong side out or to put on the lefy
shoe first.

The first regular silver coinage to b
passed ont in the order of business was
in October, 1792,

1t would puzzle an angel to maka out
what some people mean when they say,
“Thy kingdom coma."

The most sublime of poets was
Isaiah. His word pictures have beey
models for all succeeding writers,

‘I'he Barbers' International Union of
San Francisco is condueting a free em-
ployment bureau success{ully.

There 18 no good in arguing with the
inevitable. The only argument availa-
ble with an east wind Is to put on your
overcoat.

The very gnarliest and hardest of
hearts has some musical strings io it;
but they are tuned differently in every
one of us.

A fresh mind keeps the body fresh.
Take in the ideas of the day, drain off
those of yesterday. As to the morrow,
it is time enough to consider it when

tervention,—Chicago Journal,

it becomes to-day.
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